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Chapter 60th Anniversary Year-long Celebration in full gear – Do you have your pin yet?!
The NC Chapter kicked off its year-long celebration at
the Annual Conference in June in Concord in grand
style. Attendees were witnesses of a state-wide look
at communities and their Public Works staff in action
with our stealth PWX aviator/spy in the air drone
flying in on crews from east to west. If you missed
it, please plan to attend a Division Conference to see
a small clip of these videos. A huge thanks goes out
to Withers and Ravenel, who provided the drone,
manpower to shoot and create the videos, as well
as Keith Pugh of High Point who orchestrated this
mammoth project.
Stay tuned for the next videos that will capture our
year-long celebrations, as well as candid interviews
and thoughts of our APWA heroes past, present, and
future!

Do you know these past APWA Leaders?

Have you received your very own 60th Anniversary soon-to-be a collector item lapel pin? Well, that means
you haven’t attended a conference yet. Each member gets one and they are being passed out at the various
conferences.
Our next big push in our celebration is compile information and photos for the Anniversary Publication, our
History of the Chapter and a recognition of each Division’s contribution to success of the Chapter, as well as a
salute to our leaders. If you would like to participate in the creation of this important document, please contact
Ron Geiger at RGeiger@hdrinc.com to find out how to get involved or where to send photos and historical
documents.
So, who were those people in the photo? Clark Readling from Charlotte and Pat Swan from Winston Salem.
Thanks,
Ron Geiger
60th Anniversary Chairman
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President’s Message
As I’m writing this, I’m on my way to PWX in
Minneapolis. For those who haven’t had the
opportunity to go to an APWA national conference,
in my opinion it’s one of the best ways to expand
your knowledge of the public works field. Besides
the top-notch educational sessions, where else can
you network with several thousand of the top public
works officials from around the world in one place?
If you can set aside the time, but don’t have the
means, we have a way we can help. Starting next
year, our Scholarship Committee annually will give
one or two stipends for worthy APWA-NC members
to attend PWX. Details are still being worked out,
but we hope this will give the opportunity to attend
to many members who would not otherwise be able
to go.
Our chapter also offers a scholarship to cover the
tuition cost for one of our members to attend UNC
School of Government Municipal Administration
Course each year. There is a competitive process to
attend this course, with most municipalities limited
to sending one person per year. We are fortunate to
have a guaranteed spot for our scholarship winner
in this outstanding program.
Besides the obvious benefits to our members, these
two offerings have another thing in common- to
be eligible you have to be involved in our chapter.
We are a chapter made primarily of volunteers,
so there are many ways to become involved in our
chapter. There are many Divisions and Committees
covering a broad range of interests who are looking
for additional people to help with organizing events,
speaking at workshops and conferences, mentoring,
etc.; the list is endless. A list of our Divisions and
Committees can be found on our website- http://
NorthCarolina.APWA.net/. To become involved, feel
free to contact them directly or contact our Chapter
Administrator, Linda Collier at ldcollie@ncsu.edu.
At our state conference this year, Jim Neal of the
South Carolina Chapter literally threw down the
gauntlet, challenging our Chapter to a backhoe
roadeo next year in conjunction with National
APWA-NC Newsletter

Public Works Week. With
experience at the state and
national level in running
equipment roadeos for
the DOT, Barbara Aaron
from Durham is leading
our effort to find a worthy
champion from our chapter.
We already have commitments from Charlotte,
Wake Forest and High Point to help with this
endeavor. Taking part in an equipment roadeo is a
fun way to recognize the expertise our equipment
operators need to do their job on a daily basis. If
you are interested in helping organize this event,
want to hold one in your area, or just want to offer
support, please contact Barbara at Barbara.Aaron@
DurhamNC.gov.
As I alluded to in our last newsletter, our chapter
and region are blessed with many fine leaders. One
of our past Presidents, Keith Pugh of High Point,
has been elected to serve as our Region III Director.
This area covers our Mid-Atlantic, Kentucky,
Tennessee, South Carolina and North Carolina
Chapters. He is taking the place of Bo Mills, who
has been elected to serve as our National PresidentElect. Please join me in congratulating them both
in their new roles within APWA!
To prepare our current and future leaders for their
roles, we are holding our Leadership Training
Program this year on December 1 at Charlotte’s
Northpointe Facility. If you are moving into a
leadership role in our Chapter, I highly recommend
you attending this as we will be transitioning these
positions and going over critical expectations,
information and resources. We will also have our
getting acquainted luncheon at that meeting. This
is open to new members or anyone else who would
like to get to know our leadership.
Respectfully,
C.J. O’Neill, P.E.
APWA-NC Chapter President
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Scott Cherry Memorial Hike for Wounded Warriors
By Keith Pugh
On July 16, 2016, approximately 40 individuals
participated in the Scott Cherry Memorial Hike for
Wounded Warriors at Hanging Rock State Park
(HRSP) in Danbury, NC. 32 hikers started and finished
the trail. This is the third such hike in memory of Wm.
Scott Cherry, PE who passed away on July 19, 2014
while hiking on HRSP’s Moore’s Wall Loop Trail. Scott
worked for the City of High Point and was the APWANC Chapter’s NC 811 liaison at the time of his passing.
A special thank you goes to the North Carolina State
Park Service for accommodating us and allowing us to
remember Scott in such a meaningful way. Everyone
reading this article is welcome and encouraged to join
us for this event on July 15, 2017.
Future hikes will take place annually on the third
Saturday of July. We will gather at the HRSP
Visitor’s Center between 9:00 - 9:20 am and begin
the hike at 9:30. Donations to one of Scott’s favorite
charities can be made on-line directly to the Wounded
Warrior Project. Special thanks to Withers Ravenel
for providing the banner used during this year’s hike
(the banner was not hung from the fire tower due to
the threat of rain). All photographs can be found on
the Annual Scott Cherry Memorial Hike for Wounded
Warriors
“I am so thankful that Scott’s family
was able to join us again this year.
Tara and Aiden (Scott’s daughter and
grandson) flew in from California for
the hike and Joy (Scott’s wife) came
in from Mississippi. Scott’s bother
in law, sister in law and nephew
also joined us. The park staff was
fantastic. To hear Park Ranger Mary
Griffin and Lora Arrington tell their
stories and celebrate Scott’s life
was amazing. I sincerely hope that
everyone reading this article will
consider joining us for the hike next
year. Mark your calendar, plan to
come. Scott would open the invitation
to everyone!”
- Mr. Keith Pugh, City of High Point.

TRUCK SALES • PARTS • SERVICE
BODYSHOP • IDEALEASE
Now
Available
with
Cummins
Engines
ISB & ISL
200 HP to
350 HP

www.whitestractor.com

7 Full Service Dealerships in N.C.
Wilson: 800-488-8782 ǀ Goldsboro: 800-755-8782 ǀ New Bern: 888-636-1837
Our New Location in Greenville: 800-682-2216
High Point: 888-889-6628 ǀ Mt Airy: 877-878-2591 ǀ Greensboro: 800-632-1050

Municipal Sales Contact: Rick Beavan 336-668-0491 Ext.121
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2016 APWA-NC Awards Program
After serving on the APWA-NC awards committee for the past
“Appreciation can make a
nine years (eight of those as chair) I can honestly say that this
day, even change a life. Your
has been one of the most rewarding professional experiences of
my career. It’s been a privilege to serve in a position that allows
willingness to put it into words
me to recognize the very best North Carolina has to offer at
is all that’s necessary.”
the local and the national level. During this time frame, Chris
- Margaret Cousins
Thompson (High Point), Jeb Blackwell (Charlotte), Carl Dawson
(Raleigh) and Dan Mikkelson (Salisbury) were recognized
nationally as Top 10 Public Works Leaders of the Year. During
this same time frame, D.J. Señeres (Archdale), Bobby Teague (Fayetteville), Chris Trull (Charlotte) and Barry
Lowry (Chapel Hill) were recognized nationally as Professional Managers of the Year in their respective fields.
We were also blessed to have Ed Sizer (Charlotte) and HDR Engineering recognized with the national Harry
S. Swearingen Award; the City of Raleigh’s Transit Operations Facility and the City of Fayetteville’s Veteran’s
Park recognized as national Projects of the Year; and repeat winner D.J. Señeres (Archdale) recognized with
the Charles Walters Nichols Award. This is a long list of winners, but over the last 9 years, the chapter has
endorsed and submitted approximately 45 nominations for national awards in several different categories.
I will take a moment to state the obvious, none of these awards would have come our way without the
tremendous efforts of a lot of different people to whom I owe a debt of gratitude.
As a chapter, we’ve recognized at least 48 individuals in the past nine years with chapter awards. I’ve
personally enjoyed recognizing most of these recipients during our Chapter’s annual conference and on
the recipient’s home turf. Each of these award winners display the very best characteristics found in our
profession. Diligence, dedication, teamwork, leadership, integrity….. As some of you know already, I assumed
the role of APWA’s Region III Director during PWX in Minneapolis and I’ll have to step down from my
chapter role as awards chair. So, with heartfelt appreciation for the terrific work performed by public works
professionals across the state each and every day… I must now hand over the reins of the awards program
to my successor. I do this with confidence, knowing that the North Carolina Chapter will continue to produce
excellence in the years to come. Thank you for giving me opportunity to grow personally and professionally.
Thank you for supporting me. And, most of all, thank you for allowing me to serve.
With that said, I’m pleased to present to you the 2016 APWA-NC Chapter award recipients.

Robert K. Seals, Distinguished Service Award – 2016 recipient Mr. Dale James, Moffatt & Nichol (retired City of Greensboro)
The Robert K. Seals, Distinguished Service Award is considered the highest
member recognition from the North Carolina Chapter. This award is presented
each year to a present or past NC Chapter officer who has been or is active
in Chapter affairs. The recipient must be a key public works administrator
who demonstrates strong character while providing outstanding service and
achievement in promoting the ideals of the APWA - NC Chapter. Nominations
of candidates may be made by current North Carolina Chapter officers and
Committee Chairs. The Chapter Board selects the awardee by secret ballot.
The award is named for Mr. Robert K. Seals who tirelessly served the chapter
and the profession with dignity and strong moral character.
Mr. Dale James was selected as the 2016 recipient of this award. Dale
has served the North Carolina Chapter in numerous capacities including Chapter President in 2001. Dale
currently serves as the Chapter Treasurer and our members will recognize him immediately because he
APWA-NC Newsletter
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continued from previous page...
attends nearly every chapter event. Dale’s service has included: Region III Nominating Committee (2), Host
Committee member for the North American Snow Conference, President of the Solid Waste Division (1995),
and APWA Life member (2014). Dale is the first two-time winner of this recognition having received the award
previously in 2003. Dale is also a two-time winner of the President’s Award (2007, 2014). Since joining APWA
in 1984, he has always represented the chapter and the profession with the utmost character and respect.

Robert S. Hopson Award – 2016 recipient - Mr. Paul Cox, Town of Garner
The Robert S. Hopson Leadership Service Award is presented annually
to recognize a North Carolina public works official working above the
supervisory level for outstanding service and meritorious achievement in
local government service. This award expressly includes Commissioners of
Public Works, Public Works Directors, City Engineers, Utility Managers,
their assistants or other public works employees above the first line
supervisory level.
The nomination for our Hopson award winner states: Paul Cox’s roots
run deep in the town he has served for most of his working career. Paul’s
passion for building began early with visits to construction sites with his
father. The leadership lessons learned as an Eagle Scout provided an
excellent background for what laid ahead in his career. Like his father, Paul
eventually became a commercial construction superintendent and project manager himself prior beginning
a career in public works with the Town of Garner. Paul has successfully filled a leadership role in the Public
Works Department for over 23 years. Paul and his team place personal attention to residents as the highest
priority and are often praised at Town Council meetings for their public service. During Paul’s tenure, the
town has nearly doubled in population yet his department has grown by only 6 people. This is in keeping with
Garner’s tenacious reputation for getting things done even through challenging times. Paul lead this effort
by bringing in exemplary personnel and increasing efficiency, effectiveness, and productivity by providing
motivated staff with the best tools for their jobs, listening to them, and not being shy of trying something new
while not backing up on the old tradition of service.
Mr. Paul Cox has been a tremendous asset for the Town of Garner since his arrival. One huge example of this?
Under Paul’s guidance and leadership, the Town became the first APWA Accredited agency during 2014. Paul
has served the Chapter in many capacities including President of the Streets Division in 2010. He has served
as a director on the APWA Executive Board and has chaired the PACE Committee (meaning – he does most
of the work compiling the award submittal himself) since 2013. He is currently active on the Chapter’s 60th
Anniversary Committee.

H.W. Kueffner Award – 2016 recipient – Mr. Chad E. Bandy,
City of Asheville
The H.W. Kueffner Award is presented annually to recognize individuals who
are employed in public works outstanding achievement in local government
service.
Mr. Chad Bandy’s nomination package spoke highly of his honesty, humility,
skill level and dependability. Chad was an outsider when hired to fill his
current position; the first “new management blood” hired in the division in
over 30 years. Chad seized this unique opportunity and has made the very
best of it. He embraces an open door policy and always has time to listen
to his fellow employees concerns and suggestions. He sets time aside each
APWA-NC Newsletter
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continued from previous page...
month to work arm in arm with front line employees. He believes in a job well done and done right the first
time. These attributes have earned respect and have built pride in the Division. Employees are well-trained
and know what is expected of them. Chad considers himself a team member and is willing to do whatever is
necessary for the success of the team. He is committed to personal and professional development and takes
time to explain the “why and how” with employees when communicating procedures. He embodies the term
“servant leader” by providing the proper tools, training, attitude and resources required for the Division to
succeed. He is actively engaged with his family and often volunteers time with the Boy Scouts. Chad Bandy
has a can-do attitude and treats everyone with respect. He is a leader that everyone admires and respects.

Robert E. “Bob” Linkner Private Sector Service Award –
2016 recipient - Mr. Scott H. Whalen, WK Dickson, Inc.
The Robert E. Linkner Private Sector Service Award gives formal
recognition of an honorary character to persons who have continuously
served the American Public Works Association for a minimum of 15
years while working for a single, private sector organization. Eligible
persons for this award must have been focused on public works in an
official capacity for a long term of years and have made contributions to
the advancement of Public Works and the North Carolina Chapter as a
long term Member of the APWA.
Mr. Scott Whalen is the recipient of this award. Scott began his career
in public service with the North Carolina Department of Transportation.
He has continued this public service since joining the private sector
by being active with APWA’s North Carolina Chapter and serving
municipal clients across the state. He has served in all the chairs (including president) of our Stormwater
Management Division (formerly Water Resources Division). In addition, he has served in several chairs of the
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North Carolina Chapter Board including president in 2015. He has also chaired the Chapter’s Scholarship
Committee and served as the founding chair of the Chapter’s Sustainability Committee in 2011. He also served
on the National APWA Sustainability Committee.
In addition to his role with APWA, He serves on the board of directors for WK Dickson and is the vice
president in charge of WK Dickson’s Raleigh Regional Office. He joined W.K. Dickson in May 1998. He was
promoted to branch manager of the Raleigh office in June 2010. He founded the company’s watershed services
group in 2004, guiding it to 500% growth in less than 10 years and still actively participates in that group’s
day-to-day management. When he’s not working, Scott is an avid triathlete and is co-founder of Climb for
Water, a non-profit organization focused on raising awareness about the lack of sanitation and clean drinking
water worldwide.

Jean Seals Award – 2016 recipient Mrs. Kimberly A. Pugh
The Jean Seals Chapter Service Award is presented annually by the American
Public Works Association - North Carolina Chapter to recognize a non-APWA
member for outstanding service to the Chapter. The purpose of this Award
is to recognize individuals who have supported Chapter members serving
in leadership roles in fulfilling their obligations to APWA-NC. The Award
recognizes the efforts of non-members in helping members to excel in their
contributions to the Chapter and the profession. The Chapter Board knows
that special people, who too often go unnoticed, support any success enjoyed by
the Chapter or by individual members
Mrs. Kim Pugh is the recipient of this award. Kim has worked in the
background for years to support her husband Keith fulfill his duties in various
capacities with the North Carolina Chapter and National APWA. As stated in the nomination package,
“Whether she realizes it or not, my wife has played a key role in the continued success of the North Carolina
Chapter. I’ve spent countless hours working on Chapter related items at home, I’ve stayed late at work to
make up for time out of the office, I’ve travelled all over the state and all over the country serving the public
works profession while representing my employer and my Chapter. I’ve missed some family dinners and
unfortunately, the occasional ballgame or school event. During all this time, there’s never been a complaint,
there’s never been a “woe is me” story… only quiet, dedicated service by continuing to hold down the fort while
I’m away. I really believe it’s appropriate to recognize this special lady for her quiet support of one of our
chapter leaders.”

President’s Award – 2016 recipient - Mr. B. Keith Pugh, City of High Point
The President’s Award was created in 1999 to allow the Chapter President to
recognize an individual whose efforts during the year have contributed to the
success of the chapter. This year’s recipient of this recognition is Mr. B. Keith
Pugh. Mr. C.J. O’Neill (APWA-NC President) selected Keith for this award
“because of the tireless effort he has put forth in service to the Chapter over
many years, serving as our Council of Chapters Delegate, Awards Committee
Chair and on the 60th Anniversary Committee. Any one of these duties
represents an accomplishment, but Keith performed all three duties at the
same time and was outstanding in all of them.” This is Keith’s fifth President’s
award (2008, 2010, 2013, 2014 and 2016).
Submitted by Keith Pugh, PE, PWLF
APWA-NC Newsletter
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E n g ine e r in g P r o g r a m M a n a g e me n t C o n s t r u c t i o n S e r v i c e s
1017 Main Campus Drive, Suite 1200 Raleigh, North Carolina 27606
919-582-5850 www.freese.com
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT - July 1 2015 To June 30, 2016
Chapter
North Carolina

Minnesota

Most Recent
Month-end
Count

Net Gain/Loss
(Fiscal Year)

998

1051

5.31%

1268

1311

Fiscal Year
End Count
936

Washington State

1476

Florida

1403

Southern California
New England

960

991

5.88%

1531

3.73%

1436
980

3.39%
2.35%

2.08%

Chicago Metro

1451

1435

-1.10%

Mid-Atlantic

899

884

-1.67%

Texas
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1662

1639
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-1.38%

The North Carolina
Chapter received the
Chapter Membership
Achievement Award
in the division of
more than 850
members. This
award honors the
chapters showing the
largest net increase
in membership
compared to other
chapters in their
division.
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Dump Beds…” We can build them…stronger and lighter”
Steve Austin would be envious… No, No, not Stone Cold, Lee Majors… go look it up!
In recent years when you needed a heavier duty dump truck bed it meant thicker metal with more side posts
as well as horizontal bracing. A rock body had to be built like a tank. This significantly added cost and weight
to the unit thereby decreasing payload and eventually, payback. When you were ready to surplus the unit it
looked terrible, like it had been in battle, and it had. In a harsh environment you might have to change out a
dump bed in mid-life of the chassis because it was beat up so bad. Now you can expect it to last until surplus
and then it usually brings more when a potential buyer knows what it’s made of. With the new materials you
can expect it to last as long as the chassis.
This high strength steel technology was developed years ago but used in dump beds only in recent years. I for
one was very skeptical when I heard about it, but when I took a good customer to see it for the first time (my
first time too) I was sold!
Beds of the past (and some still are) were manufactured from A36 material which is a basic grade. In short the
36 meant it could withstand 36,000psi (pounds per square inch) until failure. In comparison the new AR450
we use tests out at about 175,000psi tensile, and is much more abrasion resistant. Even compared to our
high tensile 50,000psi that is now our standard, it far exceeds it in the field. Now with the newer heat treated
steels you can make a dump bed with thinner material, no side posts, no horizontal bracing, no cross members
underneath, and still be over three times stronger than a normal high tensile steel bed.
How you say? In the past it took bulk when the irresistible force hit the immovable object, because if it had
“give” it cracked and broke apart. Now the steel springs back like nothing ever happened. Furthermore, the
bed is lighter at about 900 pounds on a 15’ bed.
You have less rust due to fewer dents, not needing the understructure, side posts, or horizontal bracing. Mud
just rolls off underneath because there is nothing to stick to. It’s like a giant bath tub.
Before you venture too far though, look closely at the construction. Is it pieced together and if so, where? Are
the tailgate latches welded in place or replaceable? You need a flat floor for mounting V-box spreaders, is the
fit and finish of the final product worthy of your consideration and purchase?
The old saying is right in that one thing in life remains constant, and that is change. I never thought I would
say this but they don’t make steel like they used to… they make it better, much better.
When Steve Austin (Six Million Dollar Man) came to being back in the 70’s, the bad guys didn’t have a chance,
40 years later your rip-rap and chunks of sidewalk don’t either. Just ask the City of Greensboro about their
newer tandem dump trucks.
Pat Godwin Jr (President)
The Godwin Group
Dunn, NC
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In 2016, APWA-NC was
recognized with their 15th
PACE award.

Ideas transform
communities
Charlotte, Raleigh,
Winston-Salem, Sunset Beach

hdrinc.com

As an APWA member living in
North Carolina, you are eligible
to receive a $5,000 fellowship to
attend MPA@UNC, the online
format of UNC-Chapel Hill’s
renowned Master of Public
Administration program.
In addition to the $5,000
fellowship opportunity, MPA@
UNC has offered to provide a
free MPA Career Guide to any
APWA members who request
information about the program.
For more information contact
John “Jack” Sinden
Office: 301-892-4494
jsinden@2u.com
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Facilities & Grounds
The Facilities and Grounds Division Board met in Burlington on July 22 at 11 :30 AM. The main topics of
discussions at the meeting were:
•
•

•

Division Board ballot for next year. Still awaiting confirmation on the last vacant Director position at the
time of this report.
Fall Workshop. The fall workshop is scheduled to be held at the Lake Mackintosh Clubhouse in
Burlington on October 18, 2016. The workshop will focus on playground safety and file/record storage and
management. The workshop will begin at 9 AM and end at 3 :30. Speakers and lunch sponsors are being
finalized and once this has been completed, registration will be opened for the event. Registration for the
event will be $40/attendee.
We are in the process of evaluating three separate locations for next year’s spring conference to be held in
early May. All three potential locations currently being evaluated are in the eastern portion of the State.
Once the location and dates have been finalized we will work toward getting a contract executed and begin
the process of identifying educational sessions.
Submitted by Jeffery Brown
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Solid Waste Division
Solid Waste Division Holds Annual Conference
The Solid Waste Division held its Annual Conference on August 10th – 12th, 2016 at the DoubletreeHilton in beautiful Atlantic Beach, NC. The theme of this year’s conference was, “Our Communities, Our
Responsibilities: Be the Best for Your Customers and Staff.” Informative sessions were held on Social Media,
Solid Waste Safe Operating Procedures, Storm Debris Management, Away From Home Recycling, Multifamily
Recycling, Household Hazardous Waste Programs, Recycling Markets, and Working with MRF’s. This year’s
conference was packed full of informative sessions, networking opportunities, and fun, including the 7th
Annual David Wells Memorial Golf Tournament, 19th Annual Bowling Tournament, and the 13th Annual
Trashy Games.
Kim Sellers, Public Information Officer with the Town of Mooresville, gave a wonderful and informative
presentation on the impacts, and the positive and negative uses of social media. John Yvars, Sanitation
Superintendent with the Town of Mooresville, presented useful information on solid waste safe operating
procedures dealing with multiple types of collection equipment. Wayne Floyd with Phillips & Jordan also
presented a session on storm debris management. The representatives from NC DEACS participated in our
annual conference as well. Heather Cashwell with NC DEACS, along with Dave Bundick with the City of
Wilmington, presented the session on Away From Home Recycling. Sandy Skolochenko with NC DEACS, along
with Johnnie Taylor with the City of Winston-Salem, presented the session on Multifamily Recycling. Joseph
Fitzpatrick with NC DEACS, along with Tom Haughney with the Village of Pinehurst, presented the session
on Household Hazardous Waste Programs. Finally, Rob Taylor with NC DEACS, along with Bob Holden with
the Town of Cary, presented a session on Working with MRF’s and Recycling Markets.

Kim Sellers, Town of Mooresville

John Yvars, Town of Mooresville
APWA-NC Newsletter
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Trashy Games Event
Football Toss

Trashy Games Event
Golf Ball Chip

Biting Times Networking Hour
APWA-NC Newsletter
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Wayne Floyd, Phillips & Jordan

Heather Cashwell, NC DEACS

Sandy Skolochenko, NC DEACS

Joseph Fitzpatrick, NC DEACS

There were 65 registered attendees, along with 21 registered vendors/exhibitors at the conference. A special
recognition and thanks to Maxwell Taylor and Carolina Environmental Systems, Inc. for sponsoring the golf
tournament and to C.T. Clayton and Draper Aden Associates for sponsoring the bowling tournament. In
addition, special thanks again to Maxwell Taylor, Carolina Environmental Systems, Inc., Larry Wiegman,
Schaefer Systems International, Ltd., and Eric Surratt, Diamondback Products, Inc. for sponsoring the “Biting
Times” social networking hour. Also, special recognition goes out to Waste Industries and Quality Truck Bodies
& Repair for their break sponsorships. The board would like to thank all the vendors for their participation.
This type of conference would not be possible without them.
A special moment during the annual conference is the presentation of the Herman Drake Award for the Solid
Waste Employee of the Year. This award is in honor of the late Herman Drake with the City of Rocky Mount,
who was one of the pioneers of the APWA-NC Solid Waste Division. The winner of this award is selected
based on extent of self-improvement, extent of taking advantage of training offered by employer and others,
achievements/accomplishments while employed in the field of solid waste management, service contributed to
the best interest of the community, and overall character. While all the nominees were deserving of this award,
there were dual winners chosen for this year’s Herman Drake Award. The winners are Mark McCabe with
the Town of Mooresville, and Gerald Brown with the Village of Pinehurst. Each winner received a plaque of
recognition and a cash award of $100. Congratulations to them both for a well-deserved award!
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Mark McCabe, Town of Mooresville presented
Herman Drake Award by Solid Waste Division
President Harold Haywood
Special thanks to the Solid Waste Board for their
hard work in putting together another successful
annual conference. Your Solid Waste Board of
Directors include Lewis Berry, Past President,
City of Hickory; Bob Holden, President-Elect,
Town of Cary; Les Epperson, Vice President,
City of Charlotte; John Yvars, Director, Town of
Mooresville; Rob Buff, Director, City of Lincolnton;
Matt Keeble, Director, Carolina Environmental
Systems, Inc.; Larry Wiegman, Director, Schaefer
Systems International, Ltd.; and Dale James,
Treasurer.
The Solid Waste Division will hold its next training
event, the Fall Workshop, on Wednesday, October
26, 2016 at Lake McIntosh in Burlington, NC. The
Solid Waste Board is hard at work finalizing the
agenda for what is sure to be another successful
workshop. Please be on the lookout for registration
information coming soon for the Solid Waste
Division Fall Workshop.

Gerald Brown, Village of Pinehurst, presented
Herman Drake Award by Solid Waste Division
President Harold Haywood

Listen & Learn Programs
Listen & Learn Programs are free for members.
Please go to http://www2.apwa.net/events/ and
click on Click, List & Learn Programs for more
information. A recording of each program will be
available through the Members Library within one
week of the live program.
October 20, 2016

Advocacy in Public Works

November 3, 2016

Winter Maintenance Training
Resources

November 17, 2016

Pavement Coring and
Reinstatement

December 15, 2016

Geotechnical Site Characterization for Trenchless Construction

Harold W. Haywood
Solid Waste Division President
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Streets Division
STREETS DIVISION
PLANNING……..LEARNING…… FALL 2016
By Nina Underwood

Fall Conference
The Streets Division and Equipment Services are finalizing plans for what is expected to be an exciting
and fun conference in Wilmington. Our 2106 Conference will be
October 12-14 at the Wilmington Convention Center. Sessions will
include, but not limited to, such topics as Public Sector Purchasing
Guidelines, GPS Solutions, DMV and CDL Requirements, Street
Preservation Techniques, OSHA Safety and Active Shooter – What
You Need to Know.

Sponsorship opportunities and exhibitor spaces are still available.
Registration is available online now at http://northcarolina.apwa.
net/EventDetails/7058. A block of rooms has been reserved at Hilton
Wilmington Riverside. To take advantage of the group rate, you must
book your room by September 16, 2016.
A golf tournament (sponsored by CES, Inc.) will be held at Castle Bay
Country Club Hampstead, NC on October 11th; OR you can choose to participate in the annual fishing
tournament (sponsored by SealMaster) happening at Johnnie Mercer’s Pier on beautiful Wrightsville
Beach.

Whatever You Choose, Just Choose to be There!
BOARD MEETING DISCUSSION
Plans for the 2017 Streets Division/Equipment Services Conference are already under way, with a
decision made to return to Hickory.
It was reported that the State Chapter Conference in Concord was a great event with good sessions,
including a team building exercise. Attendees numbered 150+ with over 70 vendors. The venue, Embassy
Suites, was given high praise by everyone.
Members were reminded about the Stormwater Management Conference being held in Charlotte in
September.
Finally, the Board would like to recognize Linda Collier, Assistant Director of NCLTAP and
Special Advisor to the Streets Division Board, for her tireless work on behalf of the entire
APWA-NC family.

THANKS LINDA!
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Technology Division
APWA-NC Technology Division presents Technology of the Future: Today!
The Technology Division is proud to unveil its newest
workshop entitled Technology of the Future: Today!
This workshop will take place on Tuesday, October
18, 2016, at the Herb Young Community Center in
Cary, North Carolina.
This one day workshop will highlight the newest
trends in technology within the public works
profession. Topics will include Smart Truck
Technology for fleet management solutions; RFID
codes to support work order management; asset
management solutions for the public sector; use of
Drone Technology in public works; and using Mobile
LiDAR data for capturing infrastructure and asset
mapping.
We would like to extend our sincerest thanks to our
gracious sponsors, FleetMind, Dude Solutions, Aerial
Cartographics of America, Inc., Beehive Industries,
LLC and Mattern & Craig.
This workshop includes lunch and one free drink
at our cocktail hour meet and greet. We encourage
you to join us at Pharmacy Bottle + Beverage after
the workshop to meet our speakers and learn more
about their technology. Due to space constraints, we
are limited to the first 60 registrants. Therefore, we
encourage you to register today!
Please visit this link to register: http://northcarolina.apwa.net/EventDetails/9797
Cost of the event is $25 for members, $30 for non-members. We also have a new member special for $100,
which includes registration and your first year’s membership with APWA-NC.
For more information, please contact Carly H. Dunno at carlyd@cityofws.org
Thank you,
Carly H. Dunno
APWA-NC Technology Division President

http://northcarolina.apwa.net/EventDetails/9797
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Where Are They Now?
An Interview with Leila Goodwin
Q. Where/who did you used to work for? What was
your position?
A. I worked for CH2M Hill for 15 years, first in
Gainesville FL and then in Charlotte NC, in
various project engineer and project manager
roles. The Town of Cary was one of my clients,
and when they created the position of Water
Resources Manager in 2000, I applied and was
hired.
Q. Why did you choose public works as your career
field?
A. I didn’t really “choose” public works – it
happened that the water resources group
I was hired into by CH2M HILL worked
mostly on projects for municipal clients – but
I enjoyed it! I made the move to working for
local government because I wanted to be more
directly involved in providing water services to
the public.
Q. What year did you retire in?

Q. What are you enjoying most about your
retirement?
A. No alarm clock!
Q. What is your hobby or “retiree” interest?
A. I’ve been teaching a weekly yoga class for
almost 6 years and continue to enjoy that.
My husband and I are traveling quite a bit
– nothing exotic (yet) – but we’ve spent time
with friends and family who aren’t nearby and
explored some new places.
Q. What do you miss the most now that you are
retired?
A. Getting to work with smart and fun people - at
Cary and with our neighboring utilities and
consultants.
Q. What tips would you give to others approaching
retirement?

A. 2015
Q. How long where you a member of APWA-NC?
A. Hmmm. I think I joined in 1995 when I moved
to Charlotte.
Q. What division of APWA-NC where you active
in? Are you still active in APWA-NC?
A. I was active in the Water Resources
Division and then served on the Board
until 2009. Most recently I’ve served
on the Past President’s Advisory
Committee.

time with and learn from a group of such
dedicated professionals really helped me when I
was working for the Town of Cary.

A. I started “approaching retirement” as soon as
I started working for CH2M Hill in 1985. Do
the math, have a plan, and follow the plan. I
did a lot of master planning in my career, and
my retirement is the one 30-year plan that I
implemented!

Leila with her niece

Q. What benefit(s) do you think you
received from your membership? What
did you enjoy the most?
A. I learned a lot about working in local
government from talking with other
members. All the members I met had
a spirit of dedication to public service
that was inspiring and helped me do
my job better (in both consulting and
local government). Sometimes it can be
hard working for the public, and it has
challenges that you don’t find working
in the private sector. Getting to spend
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Young Professional Spotlight
Kara Meyers

Marketing Writer & Proposal Coordinator for CDM Smith

June
Edition

Industry Sector: Marketing | Engineering and Consulting
APWA-NC Member Since: 2016
Kara is a native Minnesotan who spent her summers growing
up in Southport, NC. Born with a love of words and a knack for
writing, Kara obtained her Bachelor’s in English from the
University of Minnesota and her Master’s in English from the
University of St. Thomas. Upon completing graduate school,
Kara began her marketing career in the engineering and
consulting industry with specialty in the energy and natural gas
markets. She relocated to Raleigh, NC in November of 2014.

In Her Own Words: “Get INVOLVED. I cannot stress

Where Is She Now?

Looking Forward: Kara is looking forward to increasing

Today, Kara is a marketing writer and proposal
coordinator for CDM Smith, with specialty in the
water industry. She develops and coordinates
strategic content for proposals and qualifications
packages, ensures adherence to stringent
RFP/RFQ requirements, and participates in various
business development efforts. In addition to her
“day job,” Kara is involved in many industry
conferences and organizations, and is an active
member of various committees and professional
circles.

Outside of Work: Kara is a pug-dog aficionado and is
the proud mother of three canine-children. When not
spending her free time with her beloved pups, Kara is
running the trails and lakes around the Triangle. Kara is a
long-distance runner and marathoner (last year she ran
three full marathons within 30 days!) and she is determined
to qualify for the Boston Marathon this fall. Kara is also a
world traveler and enjoys adventurous expeditions—she has
climbed Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, Africa, and is
looking forward to climbing Mt. Washington this September
with the Climb for Water team.

Kara’s industry involvement includes the
American Water Works Association (AWWA-NC),
for which she is a member of the Conference
Planning Committee, Spring and Fall; the
Communications Committee, responsible for the
publication of NC Currents; the Editorial SubCommittee; and the Website Sub-Committee;
Water for People (Committee Member); Climb for
Water, an affiliation of Water for People
(Member); and the American Public Works
Association (APWA-NC), for which Kara is a board
member of the NC-Young Professionals group, and
is also an assistant to the President of the NC
Stormwater Management Division and is heavily
involved in the planning of the annual stormwater
conference.

enough the importance of joining as many industry-related
organizations and committees as your schedule allows. And
don’t wait for opportunities to present themselves—take
the INITIATIVE to get involved and connect with other
young professionals. Attend conferences, networking
events, industry socials, and volunteer with organizations in
your field. We are the future of this industry, so get to know
your peers, make connections, and foster those
relationships. And network, network, network!”
her trade knowledge and developing client relations skills by
nurturing her involvement in various industry organizations.
She aspires to cross over into business development and
client service leadership as a top marketing professional in
the engineering industry.
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Young Professional Spotlight
Kitty M. Thomas, EI
July
Edition

Civil Engineer I, for City of Durham.
Industry Sector: Contracting & Project Management
APWA‐NC Member Since: 2015
Originally from Kerala, India, he received his Bachelor of Technology in Civil
Engineering from Thangal Kunju Musaliar College of Engineering at Kollam,
India in June 2012. Kitty moved to United States shortly after. Kitty started
with the City of Durham Public Works in March 2013 as an Administrative
Assistant and then transferred into contracting approximately a year later.
Kitty is currently working in the Contracting Group, managing City projects.
Kitty obtained his E.I. in 2015, and is working towards obtaining his
Professional Engineering (PE) license.

Outside of Work:

In His Own Words: I always liked engineering as it

involved solving problems and the fact that these solutions
mostly can make others’ life easier or happier. But even if I
had no idea I would get to where I am now, I am happy that
being with Public works engineering division, I get to learn
and use engineering skills to serve the public.

Looking Forward: Kitty is looking forward to

opportunities that not only advances the insight into the
industry and work life in general, but also allows using the
acquired knowledge and skills to serve the community. Kitty
is also looking to connect and work with other professionals
in the industry.

A Little Advice: “Learn all that you can and apply what

you learned when you can. But whatever you do, don’t forget
where you started”

Mentor: Ed Venable, PE

Kitty volunteering
for Habitat for
Humanity

“I love working outdoors
and doing small projects
that allow me to use my
skills and creativity such as:
gardening, landscaping,
helping coordination of
social events, church work
and other volunteer
activities”.

Kitty’s hobbies include hiking and gardening. He
also enjoys watching movies (Indian languages)
and is now expanding into watching English
movies as well. He likes to try and learn new things
and gets a lot of opportunities to do so as
everything including culture and practices here in
the US being way different from what he grew up
with. He speaks and reads 3 languages and
understands a fourth.
Kitty also works in Costco, Durham as a fork lift
operator at nights which also allows him to mingle
with people and learn more skills.

Check Us Out!
http://www.apwa.net/YoungProfessionals
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Young Professional Spotlight
(

Mackenzie Blum EIT, ENVSP
Civil Engineer for Freese and Nichols, Inc.

August
Edition

Industry Sector: Water Resource Engineering
APWA-NC Member Since: 2015
Originally from Sanford, North Carolina, Mackenzie received
her Bachelor in Science in Biological & Agricultural Engineering
from North Carolina State University (NC State) in
2015. Mackenzie worked as an intern for Water Mission in
Charleston, SC as well as Freese and Nichols while in college,
and has worked for Freese and Nichols since graduation.
Mackenzie is currently in the water resources group in the
Raleigh office.

In Her Own Words: “I found out about the global
water crisis in high school and was immediately intrigued. I
realized the importance of water in all aspects of life and
became very passionate about everyone having access to
clean water. This passion, combined with my love of
solving problems led me to the engineering field,
specifically Biological and Agricultural Engineering. I am a
fourth generation Wolfpacker (and Bio and Ag Engineering
grad) so NC State was a no-brainer when choosing a
college – GO PACK!

Outside of Work:
“I grew up going to the
Outer Banks and have
always loved the
beach. Any time I can, I
try to get down there
or somewhere on the
water. I took a scuba
diving class in college
and got hooked. I hope
to dive all over the
world!”

I am so thankful for all of the opportunities I have had at
Freese and Nichols thus far. I have been exposed to many
different projects and have thoroughly enjoyed getting to
learn so many different things. I love the challenge of
getting to solve a new problem every day and figure out
the best, most efficient way to help our clients and their
communities.”

Looking Forward: Mackenzie is looking forward to

continuing to learn and grow as an engineer. She is excited
to get more involved with APWA and network with other
people in the field working to improve our communities.

A Little Advice: “I used to be afraid of failing at
something that really mattered to me, but now I’m more
afraid of succeeding at things that don’t matter.” -Bob Goff
Mentor: Her dad – Charles Blum, Site One Landscaping

Mackenzie loves to travel any chance she gets.
One of her favorite trips was to Kauai, Hawaii.
“The Na Pali coast was breathtaking. We had a
great time snorkeling, hiking, and four-wheeling.”

Check Us Out!
http://www.apwa.net/YoungProfessionals
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Welcome New Members
The NC Chapter of APWA would like to welcome the following new members, who have joined since March 1st.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mr. Andrew Martin, City of Raleigh
Mr. Robert L. Baker, City of High Point
Mr. Scott Wildman Brookhart, PE, CFM,
MA Engineering Consultants, Inc.
Mr. James W. Caldwell, McAdams Company
Mr. Richard Christensen, City of Wilmington
Mr. Dustin A. Clemens, City of Asheville
Mr. Daniel Colavito, Town of Holly Springs
Ms. Kelsie Engelhard, City of High Point Stormwater
Mr. Kristopher D. Furmage, City of Sanford
Mr. Matt Greco, Garland Ind
Mr. Daryl Hammock, PE, City of Charlotte
Mr. Kiel James Harms, PE, Town of Chapel Hill
Ms. Sarah C. Hoyt, UNC-Chapel Hill
Mr. David J. Kiker, City of Raleigh
Ms. Kara Brianna Meyers, CDM Smith

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mr. John D. Nicholson, City of Charlotte
Mr. Matthew Dennis Oetting, McGill Associates
Mr. Wesley A. Owens, AECOM
Mr. James R. Pfluam, City of Raleigh
Mr. William D. Price, Hazen and Sawyer
Mr. Christopher Ruggieri, Johnston North
America
Mr. Tom Scaramastra, City of Asheboro
Mr. Tripp Sloane, III, COO, Enviremed, LLC
Mr. Maurice Vincent Smith, City of Durham Dept. of Public Works
Mr. Trevor Spencer, City of High Point
Mr. Jimmy Taylor, City of Wilson
Mr. Mike D. Wayts, CFM, PE, Freese and
Nichols, Inc.
Ms. Lauren Witherspoon, City of Raleigh

Upcoming Events
October 4, 2016

New Members Lunch, High Point, NC

October 5, 2016

New Members Lunch, Matthews, NC

October 6, 2016

New Members Lunch, Raleigh, NC

October 7, 2016

State Chapter Executive Board Meeting, Burlington, NC

October 11, 2016

APWA-NC Combined Equipment Services & Streets Division Conference Fishing and Golf
Tournament, Wilmington, NC

October 12-14, 2016

2016 APWA-NC Combined Equipment & Streets Division Conference, Wilmington, NC

October 14, 2016

AMD Board Meeting, Cary, NC

October 15, 2016

Young Professionals Fall Day, Phillips Farm, Cary, NC

October 18, 2016

Facilities & Grounds Workshop Playground Safety & File/Record Storage, Burlington, NC

October 18, 2016

Technology Workshop, Cary, NC

October. 23-25, 2016

NCLM Annual Conference CityVision 2016, Raleigh, NC

October 25, 2016

Technology Division Board Meeting, Kernersville, NC

October. 26, 2016

Solid Waste Fall Workshop (Operators), Burlington, NC

October 28, 2016

Essential Skills for Success Empowering PW Professionals, High Point, NC

November 11, 2016

AMD Division Board Meeting, Charlotte, NC

November 16, 2016

Solid Waste Division Board Meeting, Lincolnton, NC

November 29, 2016

Technology Division Board Meeting, Winston-Salem, NC

December 2, 2016

State Chapter Board Meeting, Charlotte, NC
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Newsletter Submission Dates
Each technical division is responsible for submitting at least one article per newsletter. Deadlines for 2016
are February 15, May 16, August 15, and November 15. Content of the article is very flexible. Suggestions
include trends in your industry, information about your division conference, or simply projects in your area.
This is your chance to get creative while educating others about what is happening in your division.
Please submit your articles and photos to Jo Anne Wiles at jwiles@wkdickson.com prior to Monday,
August 15, 2016.

APWA-NC 2016 Officers
President
C. J. O’Neill, P.E.
Town of Matthews
704.708.1242

President-Elect
Barry Lowry
Town of Chapel Hill
919.969.5143

Vice President
Ken Martin
City of Charlotte
704.432.3141

Secretary
Kathi Willis
City of Asheville
828.259.5451

Treasurer
Dale James
Moffatt & Nichol
336.674.3130

Past President
Scott Whalen, P.E.
W.K. Dickson
919.782.0495

Chapter Administrator
Linda Collier
ITRE
919.515.7990

Historian
Ron Geiger, P.E.
HDR Engineering Inc.
704.338.6825

Council of Chapters
Delegate
Jeffery Brown
Cumberland County
910.678.7633

Council of Chapters
Alternate
James Martin
NC LTAP Director
919.515.8620

Director (15-16)
Blair Hinkle, P.E.
City of Raleigh
919.996.4011

Director (15-16)
Chip Vanderzee
City of High Point
336.883.3594

Director (15-16)
Steve Lander, P.E.
Kercher Engineering
336.215.5521

Director (16-17)
Robby Stone. P.E.
City of High Point
336.734.1550

Director (16-17)
Travis Crissman, P.E.
Hazen
919.863.9262

APWA-NC 2016 Division Presidents
Administrative Management
Paul Weeks
City of Sanford
919.777.1119

Equipment Services
Travis Brown
City of Raleigh
919.996.5616

Facilities & Grounds
Jeffery Brown, P.E.
Cumberland County
910.678.7633

Solid Waste
Harold Haywood
City of Laurenburg
910.291.2587

Stormwater Management
Michael Sloop, P.E.
CDM Smith
919.325.3500

Streets
Magda Holloway
919.770.1611

Technology
Dr. Carly Hertz-Dunno
City of Winston-Salem
336.734.1495

The American Public Works Association is dedicated to education in the related areas of public works. We
help our members, the public, and policy makers work together to provide the public works services needed
to keep our communities operating smoothly and safely in concert with the latest environmental and public
health standards. Through the national association and our 63 chapters in the US and Canada, we offer a
comprehensive array of services to meet this educational mission.
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